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Interconnections and Regional Narratives 
in Mediterranean Archaeology (ca. 1700–700 bce)

December 4, 2008
The Institute of Advanced Studies, 

The Hebrew University of Jerusalem

This symposium was coordinated by Amihai Mazar (The Hebrew
University), Aren Maeir (Bar-Ilan University), and Assaf Yasur-
Landau (University of California, Santa Cruz), and held at the

Institute of Advanced Studies, Feldman Building, Hebrew University of
Jerusalem, Givat Ram Campus. 

A group of distinguished scholars addressed the tension between
pan-Mediterranean perspectives in history and archaeology, as opposed to
perspectives more oriented to the uniqueness of each regional narrative.
Wishing to explore a wide range of cultural phenomena in the eastern
Mediterranean, this group attempted to define similarities and differences
in the patterns of inter- and intra-regional interaction and development
within this wide framework. A number of papers related to interconnec-
tions between ancient Egypt and its neighbors, and the following (in order
of presentation) were of particular note in this regard:

Manfred Bietak (University of Vienna, Austria)
“The Minoan connections of Egypt”

Robert Schiestl (Free University of Berlin, Germany)
“The Asiatic community at Tell el-Dab’a”

Yuval Goren (Tel Aviv University, Israel)
“International exchange in the Eastern 

Mediterranean: The case of the Uluburun Ship
as seen through the petrographic microscope”

Joanna Smith (Columbia University, USA)
“Regionalism and the role of Cyprus

in Mediterranean interconnections”
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